African American History Month

National African American History Month is an annual celebration of achievements by African Americans, and a time for recognizing the significant roles African Americans have had in U.S. history.  
African American History Month had its origins in 1915 when historian and author Dr. Carter G. Woodson founded the Association for the Study of Negro Life and History. This organization is now known as the Association for the Study of African American Life and History (ASALH). Through this organization Dr. Woodson initiated the first Negro History Week in February 1926. Dr. Woodson selected the week in February that included the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass, two key figures in the history of African Americans. In 1976, this week long commemoration of black history in the United States was expanded to a month. 
This year’s observance marks two important anniversaries in the history of African Americans and the United States—the 150th anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation and the 50th anniversary of the March on Washington.  Accordingly, the 2013 national observance theme is, “At the Crossroads of Freedom and Equality:  The Emancipation Proclamation and the March on Washington.” 
For more information on the history of this observance and this year’s theme, please visit the following websites, Library of Congress - AAHM and Association for the Study of African American Life and History.
FACTS AND INFORMATION
Hiram R. Revels --The first Black U.S. Senator (1870-1871), took the oath of office February 25, 1870. 
Emmett Chappelle – Former NASA employee, pioneered the development of the ingredients ubiquitous in all cellular material. Later, he developed techniques that are still widely used for the detection of bacteria in urine, blood, spinal fluids, drinking water and foods.
Dr. Patricia E. Bath – invented a new technique and concept for cataract surgery, known as laserphaco. 
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EVENTS

Dialogue with Maya Angelou – Friday, February 1, 2013, 6:30 p.m., National Museum of the American Indian, Rasmuson Theater, Fourth Street and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC. Attend a dialogue of best-selling civil rights activist, author and educator Maya Angelou and National Museum of African Art director Johnnetta B. Cole. For more information, call 202-633-1000, or visit http://nmai.si.edu/home/.
Black History Month Family Day Celebration – Saturday, February 2, 2013, 11:00 a.m., American History Museum, 14th Street & Constitution Ave., NW, Washington, DC, the Smithsonian kicks off its celebration of Black History Month with a day of music and drama performances, arts and craft activities and other themed activities. For more details, call 202-357-2700.

Maryland Civil War Black History Month Tribute Program – Saturday, February 9, 2013, 2:00 p.m., Maryland Historical Society (MdHS), 201 West Monument St., Baltimore, MD.  For more information, call 410-685-3750 ext. 377. 

Tour - Saturday, February 9, 2013, 10:30 a.m. (repeats at 12:oo  and 1:00 p.m.,  National Museum of African American History and Culture, 1400 Constitution Ave., NW, Washington, DC , exhibition entrance, 2nd floor, East Wing.  This is a docent led tour of exhibition, Changing America:  The emancipation Proclamation, 1863, and the March on Washington, 1963. For details, visit  http://www.nmaahc.si.edu/events.

Imani Winds Concert – Sunday, February 10, 2013, 3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m., National Academy Press, 2101 Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington, come hear the sounds of this premier and Grammy nominated wind quintet “Imani Winds.” This concert is free and open to the public. Photo ID and registration is required. Visit http://www.imaniwinds.com/ for concert program details.
Art Tour – Wednesday, February 13, 2013, 12:30 p.m., American Art Museum (AAM), 8th and F Streets, NW, Washington, DC, meet in the F Street Lobby, this special docent-led tour highlights the artworks by African American artists in the museum’s permanent collection that are currently on view in the American Art galleries and the Luce Center. Contact the AAM for details.
Performance – Thursday, February 14, 2013, 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. (doors open at 9:30 a.m.) and 1:00-2:00 p.m. (doors open at 12:30 p.m.),THEARC Theater, 1901 Mississippi Ave., S.E. Washington, DC, this play entitled, “Harriet Tubman: The Chosen One” features a performance by Gwendolyn Briley-Strand who will transform into over a dozen characters while taking the audience on one of the nineteen journeys Harriet Tubman traveled through The Underground Railroad.  Ms. Strand is an expert on the life of Harriet Tubman and has performed this play since 1993 in many schools, universities and organizations throughout the United States.  A brief question and answer session will follow. Attendees may also view a photographic exhibit highlighting the life of Harriet Tubman. Please RSVP by contacting kdouglas@thearcdc.org or calling 202-889-5901.

NASA African American History Month Observance –  Save the Date! Thursday, February 21, 2013, more details to come.

Television Programming –Bounce TV, the nation’s first-ever broadcast television network for African Americans, will honor African American History Month in February with Our History, a month-long programming tribute series which includes documentaries and specials.  For a listing visit Program Listing/Black History Month. 
WETA Television – view a special lineup of television programs that highlight the rich culture and history of African Americans. WETA/blackhistory.
