MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. NATIONAL HOLIDAY 

2013 Observance Theme: “Remember! Celebrate! Act! King’s Dream for Our World”

Support for a national holiday to honor Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s legacy began soon after his assassination in 1968, when U.S. Representative John Conyers (D-MI) introduced legislation to create a national holiday.  In the years that followed, support grew for a federally recognized day to honor Dr. King’s life and work.  On November 20, 1983, President Ronald Reagan signed a bill into law establishing Martin Luther King, Jr. Day as a national federal holiday.  The first MLK, Jr. Day was celebrated in 1986. Henceforth, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day is observed the third Monday of January, annually Martin.   For more information, read Archives-President Reagan designates MLK Federal Holiday.
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President Ronald Reagan signs legislation to create a federal holiday honoring Martin Luther King, Jr. in the Rose Garden of the White House on November 20, 1983. (by National Archives)

Listed below are local events and cultural programs that are being held in celebration of the life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Events are free and open to the public. Please check the event website or contacts for details.
Honorary Ceremony - January 18, 2013, 1:00 p.m. 23rd and Independence Ave., NW, Washington, DC. The National Park Service will place a wreath at the Lincoln Memorial, on the steps where Dr. King gave his 1963 speech. The recitation of the “I Have a Dream” speech will be presented by students of Washington, DC’s Watkins Elementary School.  For more information visit Lincoln Memorial.

Parade and Peace Walk  - January 19, 2013, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., Martin Luther King Jr. Ave SE and Milwaukee Place SE, Washington DC. Join in on the 35th MLK, Jr. Peace and Freedom Walk.  This event will include the Ballou High School Marching Band and representatives from the area’s Asian, Bolivian, Jamaican and African American communities. Scheduled speakers are Nick Cannon, The Honarable Dick Gregory and Dr. E. Faye Williams.  For more information contact Wessita McKinley at 240-423-0958 or send an email to freedomwalkdc@gmail.com, Lisa Shaw at 202-573-7655 or by email at info@mlkholidaydc.org, or visit http://mlkholidaydc.org/.
Concert - January 20, 2013, 6 p.m. at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. The Kennedy Center and Georgetown University host a musical celebration featuring Smokey Robinson and the Let Freedom Ring Choir honoring Martin Luther King Jr.'s legacy in a free Millennium Stage concert. Tickets are required and will be distributed the day of the event in front of the Concert Hall beginning at 4 p.m., limited seating available. For more information, visit John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.
Film - January 21, 2013, 2:00 p.m., American Film Institute Silver Theatre and Cultural Center, 8633 Colesville Road, Silver Spring, MD.  View the film, “King: A Filmed Record…Montgomery to Memphis,” a riveting compilation of documentary footage of Dr. King, from the Montgomery bus boycott to the “I Have A Dream” speech at the Lincoln Memorial. The film also features narration from notable commentators that appear in the film include Sidney Poitier, James Earl Jones, and Ruby Dee. Tickets are available on Martin Luther King Day, 1/21/13 at the box office with a limit of 4 per person. For information visit .American Film Institute Silver Theatre and Cultural Center.
 MLK Day Program - January 22, 2013 – 11:00 a.m., Department of Education (DOE) 10th and Independence Ave., S.W. Washington, DC, Forrestal Main Auditorium. Congressman John Lewis will be the keynote speaker. 
For more information on Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., visit the links below:
The King Center
MLK's "I Have A Dream Speech"
MLK's Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech
